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What is a STIP? 

• Four-Year Improvement Program 

• Lists Federally-Funded Transportation 
Projects Located Outside Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) 
Boundaries 

• Financially Constrained 



What is a STIP? 

• Includes MPO’s ‘TIPs’ 

• Submitted for Public Comment 

• Approved by Highway 
Commission 

• Identifies Federal Funding 
Categories for Planned Projects 
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STIPS & TIPS 

• Each MPO Develops Its 
Own TIP 

• STIP & TIP Must Be 
Consistent 

• Requires Approval of MPO, 
Governor, or Governor’s 
Designee 

• State Can Request Partial 
STIP Approval 

 







Challenges 

12th largest system in the country 

 

43rd in highway revenue per mile. 

 

$23 billion in needs 

 

$4 billion in available revenue 

 

 

 



Challenges 



State General Revenues vs. Gross State Highway Revenues 





Administrative Costs 

Arkansas Average:     $1,821.00 / Mile 
 
Surrounding States:   $5,342.00 / Mile 
 
Nat’l Average:            $12,772.00 / Mile 
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 Lowest in the Nation 



Employment Levels 

1992:  4,016 
 
2012:  3,589 

 
1965:  3,620 
 
 
 





•  November 6, 2012 election ballot 

 

•  Temporary Increase 

 

• Does not apply to groceries, medicine, fuel 

 

•  $230M annually ($160M/$35M/$35M) 

 

•  State Aid Street Fund for City Streets 



•   Bond debt retired over 10 years 

 

•   $1.3 Billion in general obligation bonds 

 

•   Tax expires when the bonds are retired 

 

•   Four-lane highways 

 

•   $1.8 Billion program supports 40,000 jobs 













Six lanes between Conway and NLR 

 

Six lanes from Jacksonville to Cabot 

 

Widen Arkansas River bridge 



Four lanes between Conway and Beebe 

 

Four lanes between I-30 and Hot Springs 

 

Four lanes between I-530 and El Dorado 



Six lanes between Fayetteville and Bentonville 

 

Complete initial two lanes of the ultimate four 

 

Begin 4-lane construction from I-540 westward  



Four lanes between Paragould and Walnut Ridge 

 

Four lanes from Hamburg to the LA state line 

 

Four lanes between Jonesboro and Blytheville; 



Four lanes from Clinton northward 

 

Four lanes from Bellefonte southward 

 

Four lanes between Wynne & Marion 



Four lanes from Hot Springs westward 

 

Four lanes between Texarkana and El Dorado 
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